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Enjoy a Safe Fourth of July

If you are signed up to help with the 4th
of July Independence Day Parade in Bel-

to help with this major Central Texas
event, call Darwin K5DOA today.

Wherever you observe Independence
Day, be sure to be safe. Take care on the
highways, be careful with fireworks, and
watch out for others.

Have a happy 4th of July!
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FD In the View of KE5C

Thefinal Field Day report is on the TARC website as a .PDF file at

year, but CW held essentialy the same QSOs for at least three rea-

sons. First, Darwin and | were more familiar with the logging program
which also sends the messages in the CW mode, so thereis moreto it
than just entering callsigns and reports. Second, NSDUW showed up a
bit before midnight and ran CW until Darwin and Floyd reappeared
about 6 a.m. Even though 80 was noisy, Darwin's 80 meter dipole was a
killer on that band. If we could hear them, we could work them.

On phone, the total QSOs were also nearly the same with a shift of a
few hundred from the GOTA station to the PHONE station. This repre-
sents band conditions and reflects the better antennas on HONE. Having
the two tribanders to switch between instead of having to rotate one
gave the PHONE station areal edge over the GOTA dipole and vertical.

Congratulations to all who participated! —73, John KE5C

At Our Next Meeting

Our meeting on Thursday,
July 7 will include an
updated presentation by
Richard Prewitt, KD50OGF
on “Steganography,
Security, and ldentity
Theft.” A timely and
important program...and
MORE.

You’ll have a chance to
win a door prize, plus lots
of fun. We meet at 7:00
p.m. at the Church of
Christ in Western Hills in
Temple. Come enjoy the
refreshments, fun, and
fellowship.
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Cat Assists with Troubleshooting Astron

By Charlie Schlieper, N5STD

KEY CLICKS FROM
THE ARMADILLO

...Condolences to
Frankie Baugh, KA5IHY
and family on the recent
death of his mother, Eve-
lyn Baugh of Temple.

...It’s Really PAST Time
to pay your TARC dues
for 2005. Please take
care of this little chore
today. Dues are as fol-
lows: Full—$20; Fam-
ily—$10 (with one Full
Membership within your
family); Senior Citizen—
Many hams still use linedype Astron 60-nanoFarads, or 0.8®icroFarad. $15. Life Membership is
power supplies, along with some This is a long way from 50,000 micro available, and if you're

switching designs, to provide 13.8v  Farad! Replacing it fixed the problem | interested then talk to

: : Jerry Heitman, KASAIE .
DC power to their shacks. Astrons ~ Some Astron designs do NOT have | o7 ° = = = o =

vary from 7 to 76amps or more, with Vvalues this large.

35 to 50amps seeming to be the most
popular.

| recently ran into a hum problem
with an RM-50M Astron supply. This
isa“rack-mount,” 50-amp, metered
supply. When using an 821 rig,
even at low power, | began noticing an
usual, almost “ground-loop” type of
hum. Then later, when switching in a
solid-state amp, | heard a horrendous
hum!

| suspected the power supply, and
with the help of Granite, my helpful
shack cat, | began troubleshooting the
Astron. We found a 50,000uF 2RC
filter capacitor was completely dried
up. The photo shows this large value
computergrade filter cap reading only

Enjoy Ham Radio!

www.tarc.org .

...Field Day has come
and gone. It was a good
event. See stories on
pages 1 and 3. Thanks
to the Texas Early Day
Tractor and Engine As-
sociation (TEDTEA) for
use of their show
grounds.

...Remember the Net —
Mondays at 7:00 p.m. on
146.820- MHz (PL
123.0).

...See you at the club
meeting on July 7th.




