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I ce Cream Social Highlights August 

Our meeting on 
Thursday, Aug. 4 
features a season of 
Show n Tell a long w ith 
our annual Ice Cream 
Social. Bring your Show 
n Tell item and be ready 
to tell us about it in 5 
minutes or less. AND 
there will be ice cream, 
of course. You ll have a 
chance to win a door 
prize, plus lots of fun. 
We meet at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Church of Christ in 
Western Hills in Temple. 
Come enjoy. 

At Our Next Meeting 
News of Texas Pro-BPL Bill 

The Aug. 4 TARC meeting will in-
clude a reprise of the popular Show 
n Tell session along with our an-

nual and ever-popular Ice Cream 
Social.  

    Bring your Show n Tell item and 
be ready to tell us about it in 5 min-
utes or less. Bring the family plus an      

appetite for the ice cream, of course. 
We meet at 7:00 p.m. at the Church 
of Christ in Western Hills in Tem-
ple. Come enjoy. 

Based on reports from the West Gulf Division Newsletter 
(7/22/05), here is the latest BPL info from Jim Robinson, 
K5PNV, STX SGL, as of TARC Bulletin press time (7/25):  

July 21 SB 5, the new Senate bill relating to telecom regulation 
and BPL, was considered in the Senate Business & Commerce 
Committee and was voted favorably out of committee. An identi-
cal House bill (HB 13) was then filed.  
     Around 4 p.m. on July 21 the governor opened the call to tele-
com deregulation. SBC and Verizon are lobbying hard for enact-
ment of a telecom bill, says, Jim Robinson, K5PNV, STX SGL. 
By 6 p.m., the speaker had announced that the House would set a 
calendar for Monday, July 25, to take up HB 2 and 3 on Tuesday 
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Some very good quality analog meters can 
be found in junk boxes that can be used 
for Ham Radio projects. I found a large 

scale Gauss Meter that measured 6-
inches high by eight inches wide.  What a 
great FIELD STRENGTH meter this 
would make, I thought. Talk about wide 
scale.     
     I proceeded to find a way of mounting 
it in a metal plate, and placed long stand-
offs on the bottom, touched off with soft 
plastic caps on each end, to provide a 
stand. I found a stainless steel antenna 
bracket that made a perfect antenna mount 
for the top. In my collection of spare HT 
antennas I found a new dual-band RD-8 
Rubber Duck. The description on this an-
tenna stated that it was a VHF/UHF Du-
alband High Gain Antenna. For a Rubber 
Duck, that was good for at least one 
laugh, and besides, it had a gold-plated 
BNC connector so I must be in high cot-
ton. 
     What was interesting was finding out 
how much difference the choice of DI-
ODES can make when constructing an 
F.S. Meter for VHF. I started out with the 
traditional 1N34 diode, and tested about a 
dozen diodes. The best choice for my 
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...This month s meet-
ing is the Ice Cream 
Social. While the club 
provides the ice cream 
and drinks, you are 
encouraged to bring 
your favorite ice cream 
topping, or cookies, or 
cake, or well, you 
get the idea.  
...Can you believe 
it? planning for 
HamExpo on Oct. 1 is 
now underway. No-
tices will be going out 
to print and online 
magazines, and solici-
tations for flyer ads will 
be going out soon. 
Here s hoping that 
you ve marked your 
calendar to help with 
HamExpo in October.   

...Remember the 
TARC Net 

 

Mondays at 7:00 p.m. 
on 146.820- MHz (PL 
123.0). Summer has 
been taking a toll on 
check-in numbers, so 
we need your smiling 
participation. Thanks!   

...See you at the club 
meeting on August 
4th.  

KEY CLICKS FROM 

THE ARMADILLO 

Go t Gau ss? A Vh f Fie ld St r en g t h Met er  

VHF F.S. Meter was a sensitive UHF 
Schottky Mixer Diode, which almost 
quadrupled the 2-meter response (an 

NTE-112 or ECG-
112 is an excellent 
choice). 
     The circuit is 
simple:  the antenna 
connects to the 
positive terminal of 
the meter  with a 
short 4-inch wire, 
and the Diode is 
connected across 
the meter, with the 
Cathode end tied to 
the positive termi-
nal. I added a short-
ing switch across 
the meter for addi-
tional meter protec-
tion. An HT will 

easily peg this meter from several feet 
away. For greater sensitivity, you could 
easily add a single-stage transistor ampli-
fier, powered from a 1.5-volt battery, 
complete with a tunable input and meter-
gain adjustment pot. Circuits like this 
have been around for a long time.  
     Enjoy Ham Radio! 

By Charlie Schlieper, N5TD 

TARC will be conducting summer classes 
for Amateur Radio licensing beginning 
Aug. 23, according to word from Charlie 
Schlieper, N5TD, the club s educational 
coordinator.  

     Charlie has reserved the Western Hills 
Church of Christ fellowship hall for the 
classes. The first session will be Tuesday, 
Aug. 23. Classes will then meet Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, 7 to 9 p.m., and will run 
for six weeks. Contact Charlie N5TD at 
773-0608 for more information.  

Ham Classes Begin Aug. 23 


